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1T wirL not do for Congress atsd the
public to reproach the veterans w ith the
number of private peansion bills, The G.
A. B. does not want these, We want o
proper execution of the laws at present on
the statute beoks, in which all shall fare
glike. Private pension bills are poelitical
favoritirm, 100 often emplored by Senntors
and Representatives in ropairing  thelr
fences,
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WORDS OF NO UNCERTAIN SOUND,

Fresh fronfhis interviews in Washing-
ton with the Secretary of the Interior the
Commissioner of  DPensions, and certain
Congressmen,  Commander-in-Chief  IRlas-
sienr snid to the Massachusett= FEoeamp-
ment Jast Monday:

“At Washington we have not had the
ss 1 had Dboped for. % while ngo
vibiing looked Lright ns to e legisin-
(i, AL I asked for when we
met gt Chirago, Things do not look that
ay at Washington now. Whether this
is beeanse of fnsafficient work on onr part
of not=l will not say, so far as [ am per-
sonully concerned: but the comrades on
the committee in charge of the matier
have certainly worked like Trojans and
done everytling in their power. The trou-
ble is with the wmewbers of Congress, nml
1 Lave rvegrotted that it is to a lnrge de-

sU
CVET)
tion that the

| #ree with those who wenar the bronze but-

tons setting themselves up as better judges
of what you need than you yourselves.

“If men meet yvou with evasion or with
refusal to do that which is in their power,
and whick they conld honorably do, then
the time may come when the head of the
organization will have to report, and
will say to you that T am not going to
rail to report my own views in reference
to this maiter, even thongh they may re-
flect npon the highest individual in this
country.”

This. which was received with the great-
est enthusinsm and manifestations of ap-
proval by the Commander in-Chief’s vet
eran andience. leaves no room for anyone
to misrepresent the Grand Army’s unani-
mous position.

Mr., Evans, who i= at the bottom of so
much of the Grand Army’s troulles, amd
who was particnlarly active in bhalking the
sneeess of recent legisiation, thongh he
nsed the Seeretary of the Interior as a
«talking horse, has persistently and false-
Iv elaimed the approval of the Grand
Army. When the Ciucinnnti  National
Encampment passed very temperate resos
hiticus of dissatisfaction with his adminis-
tention, he eaimly announced that these
had been secnred by the influence of *‘pen-
sion  attorneys,” who got them through
unknown to the majority of the Delegates,
When the Philndelphin Focampment
passed still more emphatic  resolations,
Mr. Evans came back to Washington, had

I¢ Tie Quartermaster-General suppiies |
the sesiments with thermometers they will 1
have to be made long at hoth ends 1o meet |
the “exiprncies of the service.” Last week |
the officers and men at Fort Egbert, in
Aleska, reported themselves getting slong
very pleasantly with the thermomeler at |
68 degrees below Last  Sammer
some of the men were baking eggs in the
company streets at Fort Yomn, in Ari- |
gonn., ‘The Rezular soldicr wonld seem s..!
have to be n man of great elasticity of |
tempersment aud able to enjoy umn) cli-
mate, from that of ecold-storage to thut of

a lime-kilo,

7eT0.

Every Cubin who cun read and write |
Is ambitions of office. The Spanish exam-|
ple tanght them that the ouly way to get
rich or have social distinetion was to hold
office. A whale lot of them are intensely
eazer to be Foreign Ministers, especinlly
to Spain, and if they could would bankrupt
the island in showy legations to every Gov-
ernment op earth. They are the most ae-
tive agitators for complete independence,
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Kixg Epwarp VI, is carrying out very
suceessfully about the only policy he can
have—that of getting up and conducting
great, showy, public functions. So far he
has been giving the London people their
fill of these affairs, moch to the delight
of the shopkeepers, who complained that
the Queen went into persistent mourning
after her hosbund's death, and led in as
little s possible to bring people to the
eity.

Tre General Executive Committee of
the United Confedernte Veterans' Encamp-
ment at Memphis, have adopted resolu-
tions declnring thut they made a mistake
In joining with the municipal authorities
in the invitation to Iresident MeKinley,
that they had no auothority to do so, and
that if he comes he will be the guest only
of the City of Memphis, They recoguize
distinetly that the President's huaving
served in the Union army makes him aon
prata.

GEN. SICELESNS AFPEAL,

Owing te ill-health, Gen, D, E, Sickles
was unable to be present with the G. AL R,
National Peasion Committee nt the time of
itz wvisit to Washington, but he sent the
following stroug and convipcing letter to
the Chairman of the Committee on Invalid
Pensions:

“I am, as you know, very much inter
ested i the passage of the Pension Court
Bill. [ believe 1hat measore deseryes the
favorable eonsiderntion of Congress. QOur
war veterans are without a judicial tn
bunal, to which they cun appeal for jus
tice. The so-called Board of Review, in
the Pension Otice, is made up of & detail
of clerks in the Intetior Department, who
are expected to revige aud confirm or re-
verse the action of their superior officers,
which, from a judicial puint of view, is an
absurdity. A judicial bedy must be inde
pendent of the executive nuthority crenting
it. As for the legal sttainmeats of the
Pension Otfice Board of Heview, they uare
what might be expected of a groop of law-
yers, who, perhaps, never tricd g cnse out-
side of o Justice's Comt. Our veteran sol-
diers wre entitled to thelr ddy in Court, if
they demand it. No judicinl tribunal to-
duy is open to them wheu they desive to
review an sdverse decision of the Pen-
sion Ulice or of the Department of the ITu
tevior.  When Congress ereated a Court of
Claims, and opened it to hear every cluim-
unt in the land, the crun soldier who
had a pension claim was expressly deniod
a hezsnog in the Court of Claims. 'This
unjust discrimination should cease, It s
too late now to admit veterans (o be henrd
in the Conrt of Clalms, becnuse that Court
i5 5o overcrowded with cases that it ean-
not transact hall of the busine<s before it

“Nor cun the Doard of Review in the
Pension Otice dispose of the peading ap-
peals, and only oue official, au Assistunt
Beerctary of the Interior Department, is
designated to revize decidlons of the Bonrd
of Heview. If Congross will ereate a Court
of competent jurigdiction, providing five or
geven Jostices, all the cnses in arrenrs will
soott be disposed of and principles and
rules  estiblished  for the  government
and guida of the Pension Office, whicl
will retoove all substuntinl and reasonalile
grounds of complaint. An authority will
Je recognized, in such a Court, to which
the Peosion Ofice and the Interior Depart
ment will bow with: deference and respeot,
and which will be recoguized evervwhers

Ly velérams os competent, :m[-.-ulf...'
Just,

“I had oceasion, during the past vear, to
hear the views, on this subject, of yelverans
residing in many parts of oar conntry, ynd,
without sin exception, all of thew ex-
pressed themselves in faver of the early
establisliment, by Congress, of a Pension
Court of Appenls. 1 assure you, sir, that
the feeling among the veterans on this snb-
ject Is widespread and emphstic.  Assum.
ing, us 1 do, that Judges of such a Court,
nominated by the President and con-
firmed by the Senate, would be men of
learning, charncter and ability, I am per-
sunded that the passage of the bill, by
Congress, will be received pot only by the
veterans of the civil war, but by all gowl
citizens with universal sutisfaction. Ir |
might have had the bonor to appear before
your commitiee, and my strength and
health permitted me 1o do so, I could am-
phify argument in support of this
measure, but, ns it is, I must content my-
self with an emnest solicitation for your
favorable action. Yery sincerely yours,

(Sigued) “D. K. SiCKLES."
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his desk erowned with flowers in honor of
his “victory in the National FEncamp-
ment,” and fuked up quite & lot of ap-
provals by “delezations of prominent vet-
erons" whose names when given had
r been heard of in the Order, At the
visit of the Commander-in-Chief and Na-
tiona! Pension Committee to Washington,
in January, Mr. Evans gave out to the
press and informed the Congressional
Committees that the Commander-in-Chief
and Committee were not true to the duty
imposed upon them by the Nationnl En-
cumproent, bat were only making a show
of oxecoting it, while really fuvoring his
sehemes.  For reasons of their own sev-
eral members of Congress affected to be-
lieve Mr., Evans, which led to the failure
to report favorably the Court of Pension
Appeals Bill,
In this Mr. Evans has shown himself
as mercilessly cruel to the reputations of
comrades who have lopally served the Or-
der for a lifetime as he has been eruel to
the great body of veterans In other re-
speets. He showed no hesitation en try-
ing to irreparably damuage the standing
of those high in the esterm of nll veterans
for their many years of zeal and fidelity.
For this reason, ns well as many others,
the Commander-in-Chief saw the necessity
of a public utterance that could not be
possibly misunderstood. His predecessors
and the Committee have heretofore care-
fully restrained themselves to language
whiclh would have been entirely sutlicient
with men of less callosity than Mr.
Evans, It has become necessary to use
stronger and more unmistakable language;
and the Commander-in-Chief does it with
the universal approval of the comrades
everywhere.
Continning, the Commander-in-Chief
=nid, to the spme demonstrutions of ap-
provil:
*“1 may be mistaken, aud I hope I am,
for no one loves to see the comrade who
stands high and has the confidence of the
country—no one desires (o see him stand
higher than I. But if an comrade is un-
true to ns, and forgets his chlizgations, we
might ns well know that fact while we
have the power, rather thin to discover
it when those of us whe may remain are
too wenk to be heard,”
In conclusion the Commander-in-Chief
said:
“Fortunately for me, 1 shall only be
called upon to report, and to mnke good
my report, when we meet at Cleveland
next September, Tf T make a truthful
report, it will be for the National En-
cnmpment to determine  what shall be
done. There is still time before the 4th
of March to render unuecessary a report
that is nnfavorsble. I hope the occasion
for making an unfavorable report will
neveér be presented, but if it comes, the
report will come, and then the Naotiona}
Eneampment, which has taken good care
of our affairs in the past, ean shape the
conrse of this grand Order in the future,
I, for one, know that whatever mayr be
determined, if our ¢comrades are wise they
will stand together ns we stood together
in the sixties, and then no person in this
country can successfully resist this or-
gunization.”
Thi= is =0 plain that it seems to require
no further comment than the expression of
the belief that Mr. Evans will not make it
the ocension of crowning his desk with
flowers in honor of smother victory in the
Cirand Army of the Republie,
T=ETTE

CONDITIONS ON CUBA,
Gov.-Gen. Waood, of Cuba, has been in-
structed to inform the Constitutional Con
vention that the Uaited States expects thit
the Constitution will recognize the super-
visory rights of this country over Cuoba's
foreign relutions, especinlly s to her debis
and tariff arrengements,  Also, that we
shull have the rvight to naval statious at
eertain specified points, partienlarly Ha-
bana and Santingo, and to maintain suf-
ficient troops in the islnud to preserve
peace and maintain the sccurity of person
aud property.  This will probably stic up
the radiculs in a pretty lively way, but it
maml, Cuba

is really o very moderate
is virtnnlly a part of the eoust line of the
United Stntes, and we must have in n
politicn] and military way o control of the
island that we can make effective at auy
This will be very essentiol after the
agun Canal, That
once become a great highwiy be

i,
construction of the 2
will at
tween our Pacifice port2 and those in the
Gulf and on the Atlantic. The place to
defend this highway is in Cuba, which lies
directly in the cuirnnee to the Gulf of
Mexico, with only nearrow straits belween
the island and lorida on the north and
Yueatan on the south. It is inconceivable
thut we should be so foolish ns to allow
uny danger of this vital poiat belng con-
trolled ngainst us. This was & matter of
great solicitude to our first Presidents,
who repeatedly warned off other Nations
from securing any foothold en or contro) of
the island, and Spain was distinctly in-
formed that any deanger of this womd be
promptly averted by our seizure of the igl-
and. The moment that our settlements
extended beyond the: Alleguny Monntains
Cuba becume e<sentinl to us, bechuse their
ontlet was the Misslssippi River, und the
outlet from the Mississippi wos around the
end of Cuba, 1€ this was the ense in Jer-
ferson's time, it becomes infiuitely more io
McKinley's, with an enormous iucrease of

importance following the construction of
the Nicarapun Canal,  We certainly il
not free Cuba to allow her to be aeed
agninst s by our rivals and possihle ene
mies,

P—
FUNERAL OF COMRBRADE A 1. SHANW,
Commumder-inhiel Rassienr. sveoma

nied by Comeade Harvey Austin Kasson,

Assistant Inspector-General, Departmend

of Ohio, G. A I, represented the Girand

Army in the escort of the remains of Pust

Commaunder-in-Chief Shaw from Washing-

ton o New York. At New York the re-

mains were met by Lafoyette Post, anil
ifter appropriste cercmonics were trans
ferred to the train for Watertown,  CUom-
mander-in-Chiel Rassicur was compelled to
leave them and go on to Boston to fill his
engagement  with  the Department  of

Massachosetts, . A, II. Comrade RKas-

som went on to Watertown, and was there

Juined by Inspector-tGeneral T 8. Peek

aud Past Department Conumander Jos. W,

Koy and the Assistant Adjotunt-tieneral

and the Swddetant Quartermaster-General

of the Department of New York, An im-

mense crowd gathered to partivipate in the

equics and pay honer to the departed
veteran and Congressmaun, It was =o large
that o church in the town could accommo-
date it, nnd the remaeins iny in state in the
artnory. A splendid floral tribnte, 8 Com
mander-in-Chicf’s budge. luy on the coffin,

At the grave addresses were made by

Conrudes Kasson aud Kay, awd the 320tk

N. Y. Separate Company fived a soldier’s

salule,

INCREFEASE OF REREL PENSIONS,

The advancing age and growing infirmi-

ties of the rebel soldiers ave cansing a
general increase in the pension expendi-
tures in all the States of the lute so-called
Confederacy.
Last November thie perople of Lonisiana,
by an overwhelming vote, adopted & Con-
stitutional amendment making u lnrge in-
ecrease in the pension fund.,

Within a fortnight 1he Alatmmn House
of Representatives, by a decisive vote of
T3 to 16, passed a bill uppropriating $100,-
000, in addition to the present disburse-
ments, to the pension fund,

Mississippi- has this year donbled her
pension expenditures and contemplates do-
ing much more next yvenr.

So it is going on in all the States. A
member of the Legisluture has only to
make a passionate appenl for the Biate
to “do its duty by the men who followed
Lee and Jackson,” to get a grent liberali-
zation of the pension allowances,

Lee and Jackson are always numes to
conjure with in Southern polities.

Me. SLavpey, of Texas, took the ocen-
sion, Inst week, to repeat the old tirades
about the number of deserters from the
Union army, sud cited one very bad in-
stance he hod discoveresl, of* 1 man who
wanted the charge agninst his record re-
movid, The records show that out of 2
total of 2,800,000 enlistments, there were
only 120,000 deserters, all told, or less
than four in every 100 enlistments. Yet
there are many men in this country who
can perpeinally see and talk about the
four men who degerted and know ubso-
iutely nothing about the 96 men who did
their duty nobly and faithrully, Washing-
ton Gardiner, of Michigan, gave Mr. Slay-
den a very artistic enking-down.

-
SexaTtor Maug HAxXNA'S rise' in the
Grand Army has been vapid. ITmmedintely
after his muster-in Department Command-
&r Monfort, of Oblio, appointed him an
Aid on his staff, with the mok of Colonel,
and sent him his commission, The Sen-
ator ean be proud of the honor, A num-
ber of the greatest men in this country
have served as Alds on the staffs of De-
partment Commaunders and Comumanders-
in-Chief.

AX Ttalian physician thinks that he has
discovered that garlic is a specitic for con-
sumption, Our grandmothers knew that
onions were sovereign things for bad colds,
apd jt is possible that garlic may hnve
great curative value.,  Consumption oer-
tainly does not seem 1o rase fmong giur-
lic-enters, though everybody wishes that
sumething would carry them offl—abont

100 miles.
>-—

IT is necessary to have a conrt that will
1ot only say precisely what the laws mean,;
but will coutinue in power, and see that
that meaning is carried into practical op-
eration in the adjudiention of pensions.
We have hnd enough of Congress passing
lawse that are nullified, and which Con-
gress will not see are enforesd.  Now we
ehall try 1o see if a court catinot compel
the execution of the laws,

I —

WE want to take pensions out of poli-
tics, by the establishment of a Court of
Pension Appeals, which will lay down and
enforee soumd legal principles for the ad-
judiention of pensions, iustend of the
whims and vagaries of the man who hap-
pens to be Commissioner of 'ensions, and
who wants-to carry out some “policy.”

IT would seemn that for a sear or two
we might advantageously replace the mis-
sionaries sent to Hindostan by men expert
with the rille, and of Teddy Roosevell's
fondness for hunting large gime. In 1800
leopards and tigers killed 2,006 people and
S0,258 cattle in ITudin,

Jupce Jesse J. Pimvies, of the Su-
preme Court of Ilinois, and one of the
very ablest Inwyers in the State, died
at Hillsboro, 101, Feb, 15, He went ont
in the Oth I, ns Cagtain, and rose to be
Licutenant-Clolonel and brevet Brigadior-

teneral.

- e
Sxakes killed 24621 people in Tndia
Inast year. A good antidote for snnke-
bites ought to bring a bigger fortune than
Col. Mualberry Sellers dreamed of from
his famous Asinlic eve-waier,

No matter whether Evans goes or staxs,
we should have the Conrt of Popsion Ap-
peals as a motter of principle, 1o
the people that pensions
avcordapes with law,

Ansire

e granted in

- -

Ture Indians of the Territory are bes
coming so civilized 1hut no wniter how
poor a mwan mny be when he is eloctid to
the Tervitorinl Council he alwars retires
from it rich.

WaY should not the veteran be entitlod
to the same jedicial heaving for his pen-
sion claim that he enjoys as to the owner-
ship of a dog, or some other trifling picce

of property?
S S

Tue constant succession of erop full-
ures and famines in Russio Eoed far to
dispel the fear that she is to be o crosh-
ing competitor to our whent-raisers,

— -

Dy WET secms to be a very fair repro-
duction of John Morgan and Forrest, witli-
out the British developing any competent
Kautz or A, J. Smith e handle him.

Tne Department of the Potomae, (3, A,
R., las unanimously indorsed Comrade
John McElroy for SBenior Vice Command-
er-in-Chier.

On thé March tothe Sea

Coyrighted, 1538, by the publlshers of THRE NaTios s’
TaInU N

A Scrimmage With the Jawgy Reserves and
Uncle Eph’s and Aunt Minervy Ann‘'s New
Relations to Boclety.

“1 couldn’t resist the temptation, any
more'n you conld, Si, of taking these fine
hosses awny from the rebels,” remarked
Shorty, as they jogged along toward
P'enclistone Shouls, to meet the 200th Twd.
“As a matter of principle every fairly
gooid hoss should be taken from the rebels
on sight, but are we going to have such
n cirens getting rid of them after we
reach camp as we did with the cattle? i
there is any prospect o' that, 1 vote that
we shoot "¢ just before we reach camyp,
and save trouble.”

“Never do it in the world,” answered
8i, whose farmer instinets revolted from
the barbarity of shooting a good horse.
“I'm going io give this hoss o' the Elder's
ta Col. MeGilliendds. He's  better and

faster than the one he's riding.  Yon can
give that ome you're on to Lient.-Col
Ntrode, and we'll distribute the others

around. This lhoks like it's going to be a
march when lots o' the officers "ll want to
ride, #nd a few extry hosses will be wel-
come. I'm a heap more puzzled about
Unele Ephraim and Aunt Minerva Ann,
I see a peck o trouble ahead over tl‘l‘a'!ll.

“Frot not thy gizzard over them,” an-
swered Shorty, philosophically. “Niggers
can do a heap o tuking care o' themselves
in this country, and we'll be where we
ean be lending a helping hand, now and
then,”

“Say—Mas'r—big Mas't Yank,” called
out Unele Ephraim. o

“Unele Ephraim,” said 8§, in a tone of
mild reproof, “you musta't call me mns-
ter. You mustu’t call anybody master
now, You're a free man, and h:!vc no
waster any more. Drop the word.”

“No mas'r mnowhar?’ queried Unele
Ephraim, looking bewildered; “1 t'ought
you's t* be my uew mas't now.

“No, no; there are no masters any-
where, any more, LD'm nobody's master.

“You's nolwdy’s mus‘r.:‘ eohioed .l_..nv!n
Ephraim, still more bewildered. “You's
nobody’s mas't? Why, 1 done tonght,

from de way you went on, dat yuu'vn de
bigegest mas't dat I ebber done see. When-
#hber yon done speak 10" dese udder Yan-
kees, dey jump, an’ dy keep on jumpin
till der’s done what yon tole dem. An
whnt dey says t' de white folks ’rqﬂnd
hyah is done in a hurry, 1 !r-I! _|,-n‘||"'i ink
ob burnin® de jail an’ de ole .“_ml.!hn 8 gro-
cery, an’ you aint de big mas'r.”

“No: I'm no master, of I!II_\'hud_".' oas

vAn' olickin® Tim  Seads, an” Tite
Brown, an' Jerry Lumpkin, an' Tod Biin-
king, an’ de rest ob dose ole wh_ir-l;y-lar-
riers in an soch of deir lives, an’ you no
mas'r,”

*No, indeed.”

“An' mntin' ole Elder Homblower,
who's done bin whoppin' an' hellerin® froo
dese woods for fer de Lord knows how
long, an' a-rponin’ t'ings U suit hisself, git
down on his marrer-bones, an’ beg fer
murey, an’ ¥on ho big mas'r.'

“Np, Uncle Ephrim. "m no master of
anybody. ‘There aint no more masters
in this conftryy #xcept in the Southern
(onfederacy, and we're busting them up as
fust ns we can get at them."” .

“Well, if yon isn't a big mas’r, den de
good Lord nebber made one, _lmna my
mas'r, an’ "Nervy -Ann’s, now an’ forebber
more—kingdom come." §

“Yes, indeed you is,” echoed Aunt Mi-
nerva Ann, in her regulur mmmen intona-

on.

- ‘E‘.‘\Iow. look here, Uncle Ephraim, Aunt
Minerva, und all the rest of you,” suid 8i,
impressively.  “Stop that. 1'm not your
muster, nor is anybody else, uny more,
Youre free—absolutely free, do you un-
derstand? Free as anybody—free as T oam.
Freer than T am, just now, for I'm a sol-
dier under orders, which yon  arve not,
You're as free as (he stopped to think
about sowe comparison that wn_u!rl make
tiie matter clear to the negroes w:m'p_l_':l-
hension) ns free—as—as—Tim Seads, Tite
trown, or Eilder Hornblower" )

“Lan's sake,” ejaculated Aunt Minerva
Ann, “wenns don’t want t' be lack dnt
pore white trash, in no shape ner manner,
Dey'uns's wives an’ chillun’s allers hon-
1:r_v' fer bread nu’ meat, ma" Im:pl eloze 1
cover deir nnkedness, An' if 1 t'onght dat
Eph'd #o bellerin’ "bout de_l-mmtry.l:u-k
Elder Horublower, an’ leabin' me t' hoe
de grass outen de cotten, I'd take o water-
el clnb un’ break bis fool neck—so 1
would, Yon hear dat, Eph?’ -

“Yes Nervy,” meckly answered Uncle
Spliraim, :

“Well, 1 repeat that you're free, now,
amd mustn’t eall anybody master.”

“But we don't want t' be free niggers—
dat’s lower down dan de wufless white
trash.” returned Aunt Minerva Ann. “A
froe nigeer's like u stray dog; ebherybody
gives him a kick, an' nohody a bone. We-
uns want ©© belong t' somebody, We'uns
want t° Lelong U you an® Iadder Abra-
hom.” = N

“Well, youn ean’t helong to m-::h_r-r of ne
There's no use of taiking shout it. That
onds it.  You musta’t ¢éall me muaster, but
Serg’t Klegz, of the 200th Injicnny Vol
unteers,  Understuand that?” .

They did not nnderstand it, but their
cars were quick to cateh sounds, and after
i few trinls Si got them so that they could
pronounee “Serg’t Klege,” and *'Corporal
Filiott,” and “200th Injisnny Volunteer
Infantry.” o

“Dat’s de name ob our new masrs,
suid Uncle Fphroim to the rest, in a tone
of authority. “Now, I want you common
niggers t° 1'arm dat, bard an® fas', an’ neb-
ber ‘low me t' h'ar nutting else from yer
ik lips."” :

< PBut, Unele Ephraim,” Si began to pro-
fest nnew.

“It's no use, SLY interrupted Shorty;
eyl have to learn whnt freedom means
gtlwrwise than by words o month.™

PThe discussion wis interrupled by the
sound of two or three shots a quarter of
a mile aliead, then a conple of shots from
some point nearer, appateatly in reply;
then a sputter of shois, as others came up
and joined in.  Si and Shorty galloped
forswand. to find that Pete Skidmore and
Sandy Baker, riding abead as an advance
sunrd, had come upon a squad of men pre-
paring to burn a biriddge over o narrow und
deep ereek, These had fired on them us
soon ne they wameidin sight, and their bul-
lots had eome so unpleasantly near that
Pete nnd Soudy had jumped from theie
sudiles and behind trees before replying,
Hurry, Monty, Gid and Alf, who were
strung along back; talking with the ne-
growes, had  eome s up, one by one, nnd
Sumping from their horses had fired at the
squad of rebeds. Abeduego, the mnle, was
crlerimg into the spirit of the ocension, by
opctipying the center of the road, regard-
less of the hallets whistling back and for
ward over bimmontd kicking, with liglt-
wing swiftness and great precision of aim,
at every horse that enme within rauge of
his long-reaching heels. These enme peril-
onsly near 8i's head, as he leaned forward
1o reconnaiter the deene of action,

The sound of the guns started the emo-
tional negroes béhiud into n tnmult of loud
shonting, singing and praying,

Iad it not been that he thonght there
WIS more pressing ise for it, Si wounld
Liuyve given the reculeitrant mule the con-
tents of his gun, )

He sprang from his horse, and ran up
on the high bank, where Monty, Harry,
11id and Alf had gathered and were re-
londing. Drown the slope, u little to the
left, were Pete and Ranidy behind trees,

He could see the  bridge, 300 or 400
virds away, upon which the rebels had
beon piling fat pine-knots awl dry brosh,
when they had been surprised by Pete and
Sundy’s appearance. her all seemed
more or less <rippled, nnd one man, Himp-
ing nlong on n eruich, townrd the bridge.
wias carrying a lighted brand, obtained
from n honse near by, swinging it around,
ax he hobbled along, to keep it alive, and
burning freely. A one-nrmed man, stund-
ing out boldly in front of the bridge, was
londing his gun with difienity, holding it
agalnst his hody with the (tump of‘hls

|l':'.r'fri arm. whiie

=

he charged the cartrid

' “The question

hefore the house,'” re-

[rew rommer aod rammed cnrtridge with ! mirked Shorty, casting his eyes around

| hi= et havd,

It was clear that he wns
making o brave offort to stand off his ns-
sailants until the man  with the beand
cotild reach the bridge.

Two other maimed men at the opposite
enid of the bridge had dropped theiv lowds
o stuff and were hobbling toward their
guny, which leaned agninst troes.

There was something familiar aboot the

nne
which he had raised to cover him, and
shouted to the othera:

“Hold on, boys. Don’t shoot that man.
He's one-armed Sheriff, who stood by us
last Bummer,”

1l was not an instgnt ten =2oon, Al
the relonded moskets were coming down
with demdly nim.  He wans not quoite soon
enongh, Randy and Pete heand him at the
instant of firing and instinetively depressed
their aim from the muan’s breast, hat one
of their bllets eanght him in the thigh,
and he foll to the ground, firing his own
gun ns he did so,

Shorty could not bring himself to fire
on the eripple with the cruteh, but dashed
forward, hoping to intereept him before
e reached the bridge. e yvelled at him
that he would shoot him if he did not
stop, but the man gove him a look of
hatred and definnce, saw that if he had

H“SHORTY FLUNG HIM DOWN A

really intended to shoot he would have
done so0 before ruoning at him, and
hobbled  frantically forward. Just ns
Shorty elutehed his shoulder he threw the

brand into the pine leaves and knots on |

the bridge. They finmed up like powder.
Shorty #ung him down and rushed onto
the bridee, to kick the burning stuff into
the water. It was no use. The bridge
itself was old, and econstructed of pine,
from which the rosin had been welted out
by the sun in grent welts and sheets, cov-
ering the timbers with a thick seanle, which
flumed up nt once, so that Shorty ~had to
run from the bridge to save hims=elf, His
first thought wus to help the 1:ri1uLule to his
feet, and away from the intense heat.

Then he looked with dismay at the roar-
ing flames, and the deep, impassible creek
which blocked their farther progress to-
ward camp.

Si and the rest ran forward, picked up
the Sheriff, und carried him back from the
flames,

“Awfol sorry, Sheriff. you was shot,”
said Si, ws they laid him down. *“We
replly didn’t intend to, as soon a8 we rec-
ognized yon. Hope it aint anything serl-
ons.  Alf, look at his wound, and see what
it is"

8Bi forgot his chagrin at the destruction
of the bridge in his anxiety for the man
who had stood by them so nobly.

“It isn't serious,” snid Alf, after 8 min-
ute’'s examinution. “It's on the outside,
not near any veins or arteries. I can stop
the blood, und he'll be all right. Good
thing. Sergeant, that yon spoke ns soon us
soit did. The bogs had cvidently a good
niin on his beart, and dropped theiv mmz-
zies. Yon ean seisit was a good line ghot.”

“All right," chuckled the Sherff, *I
zint gwine ' mind that thar serateh,
long's we've saved the bridge from yo'uus.
Soow's 1 got my orders t° burn all the
Lridges and block the ryoad in front o
yo'uus’ army, | ealled out & posse, but in
all my born days 1 never see sich a run
o' chills r, an’ sheomsatiz as thar
was on this erick.,  Yery queerly, all the
men waz down with them, an’ they didn’t
teteh the women at all, The women wuz
as lively a= erickets, but the men all groan-
in", an” onnble U move hand or foot with-
out vellin®, Only these three nle Confeds
that'd bin plugged by Yankee bullets afore
seemed t've escaped the fever-an'nger, an’
rheumatiz, and willin® 1" go erlong with
me, an' try another whack at yo'uns. But
wetins burned the  bridge, an® ‘ve got
yo'uns. Yo uns've done rou inter & dead-
fall, an’ we'uns'll have yo'uns back in An-
dersonville by to’-morrer night.

The Sheriff chnekled again, as he looked
at the burning bridge,

Si and Shorty shuddered at the mention
of Andersonville, but they picked up the
Sheriff and tenderly earvied him up to the
lionise, where, the flow of blood having
been stunched, he was laid on the bed, and
Aunt Minerva Aun was called in to help
mnke him comfortable, and prepare for
him and his companion the food which the
boyz cave from their own haversacks,

Si aud Shorty returned to the bridge, to

consider the situation and decide what
o do.
"“]lumb the _lm'k," said 8Si, looking at
the steep, rugged banks, lined with rocky
oliffs and the deep, swift corrent; “we
could manage to get over, if we wnz nfoot
und alone, but we can never get those
hiosses and women and wagons over in the
world, 1 misdoubt if many o them ne-
groes enn get nerost,” : .

“Well, there’s no use diseussing any-
thing but taking the niggers along,” an-
swernd Shorty.  “The hosses may go to
blazes, Tor nll [ eare, but we've got to look
out for these people. I'll meander down
here to the left. and you zo up to the
right, and see il there nint a chance to
get ncrost,”

“Pete, got on that blamed ghost o'
vour='" commanded Si," and ride up there
1o that spur, and see how it looks for a
crossing, Be buck here in five minutes."”

They all returned from their explora-

tions, with discouraging reports, The
bonks were even worse farther up and
duwn.

“We'll have to build a  bridge, I'm

afraid,” said Si, lonking at some tall trees
stonding near the bank, and studying the
facilities for approach.

“Sandy, you and Harry go up to that
house, and get ull the axes you can find
amd bring ‘em here™ .

Aunt Minerva Ann came bustling down
from the house, her broad face full of rage
and anxiety.

“Say, Serg’t Klege, you orter come right
up inter de honse an® kil dat ole lop-sided
81 eriff Bardsley done daid, vight off—unot
Jenve him live a bressed minnit.  Why
didu’'t you shoot him daid when you had de
chapst ¥

“Why, Aunt Minerva Ann, what’s the
matter?’ asked Si. )

“Why,” spluttered the negress, “jes 's
sgon's ver back wuoz turned, arter doin®
all you could fer him, he done ealled Miss
Barnstable's little boy, an' done sent him
off on deir best hoss on de gallop, to Cap'n
Stoenehroose, who has de critter company,
t' come hynh ter wunst wid Lis mm?nnyi
fer he done had eight Yankees an® a lot o
Mas'r Ben Small's nlm:t'rs.'nu’ hosses an'
sich, hyah, all bagged, an' dat he conld
take dem in, but he mus’ come on de jump.
T'ink ob dat srter all yon've done fer him,
an’ sabin’ his  no-acconnt life. 1 done
hiearn hit all froo de doo’, #s I wusz hilin®
de coffee, which T wish't wonld pizen him.
1 come nway jes’ as soon's I conld t' tell

yo'. He ortent t' be nllowed t' lib a min-
nit. I'll muke Eph go up dar an® ecut his

froat, If yon say =o.,"

“Not on your life, Aunty,” =aid 8I, earn-
pstly, in spite of the disturbance of his
mind hr her message. “Yon mnst be just
as kind tn him as yon have bin, Den't
mistreat him in any way.”

med man, nnd Si dropped the gun |

i the horizon, < how far off the aforeseid
Capt. Stonehroose may be, bow Jong iUl
' tnke that boy to reach him, and conse-
quently how soon we mny expect a call
| from him. 1'm afrnid that we'll not be
| allowed any time for bridge buoilding this
aflernoon.”

“1 aell yon what we'd better (do,” snid
| 8i, with troubled faee; “wa'll tell the dnrk-
ies to tike 1o the woods, and make their
| way t» camp as best they can, while we're
[.-I.-lnulm' offl Stone Jug, or whatever his

rebel name may be”

| " Scuse mo, Serg't Rlege,” said Unele
| Ephraim, coming up, pulling off his mas-

ir--r silk hut, teuching his foretop, and
| seraping his foot on the grouml, after the
approved slnve fushion; ™ 'seuse me, Mas'r
—f mean Corpril Elliot—but did 1 onder
shamd dat v gemmen wanted t
Peachstone Shogls®”

“Thut's where we were siriking for.
Unele,” said 81, “before this bridge-burn-
ing stopped ns. Now, [ was just vomi
baek there to tell you to 1
selves throngh the woods, s

* "Rense me, ngin, Mas'r—I mean Serg't
Klege.” said Uncle Ephraim, again touch-
ing hix foretop still mors

o L

“Jes' le’ me talk & minnit now, What I

ND RUSHED ONTO THE Bzinpig"
jdone started t° tell you gemmen afore,
| when we branched off on ¢ de subjick ob
| mas'rs, waz duat it we ull wuz n-gwine
| Peachstone Shonls, dat we'd sabe o hall
lot ab trabbel by turnin’ off right hyah, an’
a-cnttin® froo de woods behine dat hig
rock dar. Peachstone Shonls is vight ober
dar, not more’'n two sees an” o good holler,
an’ by goin” dat-a-way we kin make Lit
afore sundown.”

“Sure of that, UTnele?" asked SI, with
lifting heart, but scanning the horizon
doubtfully,

“Shore as yer bawn, chile—I menn,
Mas'r—I mean Serg’'t Klegg,” answered
Unele Ephraim, with another dab at his
foretop, and scrape with his toes.

“He's all right,” said Shorty, confident-
ly. *“Trust a migger and a woodehook for
the shortest way home, Foxes and rabbits
go the longest way aronnd, but a nigger
can smell home, like a hoss, and ent weross
straight for it."

“Unecle Ephraim, take that road with
vour people as the Lord'll let you,” said
Bi, impressively. *“And don't you stop un-
til you rench onr pickets. Capt. Stonejug, or
fomething like that, with his cavalry com-
puny, is after us, snd yon.”

“Cap'n Stonebroose,”” echoed the other
negroes, with dismay.,

“Yes; Capt. Stonebroose. Me and my
men are going to stay behind amd fight him
off, while the rest of you are getting away.
Now. hurry off, and go as fust as you ¢an.”

“*Nervy Ann,"” ealled out Unele Eph-
raim, wialking over to where the Sheriflf's
gun had been left Iving, “git up in dat
wagon, an’ tuke dem lines, an” lead de per-
cession. I’'m gwine t' stay hyvah wid de
soljer geminen., Whar dat eatridge-box?
e Siallins take hit wid him?

“Giood man, Eph,"” shouted Aunt Miner-
va Ann. *“I'll git hit fer yon.”

She ran buck to the porch, picked, np
the Sheriff’s esrtridge-box. and as she
flong it to Eph on her way to the wagon
she dadmonizshed bim:

“Stan’ up like a man, now. If you run
& step afore de Serg’t Rlegg done tell you,
I nebber lib wid you agin so long's yon
done got ha'r on yver haid.”

She climbed upon the wagon-seat, gath-
ered up the reius, and sat looking expect-

antly.

30 on, Aunt Minerva Ann,” sald Si.
“What are you waiting for?”

“I wuanled t' sce you all Kill dut Sheriff
afore 1 started,” she expluined.

“0o on. Hurry off,” =aid 8§,
going to kill the Sheriff.

go fast.” i
‘Denn you's gwine t" mike Eph do hit,

] “I'm not
Drive off, and

same's liekin® dat pore white trash. Eph,
don’t git webbly, now, an’ mizs. Hold
¥er gun tight."”

“No, Eph’s not goiag to do it. We're

not going to kill the Bheriff, or hart him
at all, 1 tell yon,” said Si, Impatientiy.
“Dirive off at once, and get ont of the way.
The rebels may be hers at any minute”

“Dem Yankees is suttindy cur'ng,”” Aunt
Mionerva Aun esinmunicated to another sa-
ble mwatron, who had tuken the seat heside
her. *“Lick de hides offen  some ob de
whites what wasa't doin® naitin® * dem,
an’ den pet an’ coddle nnndder what shot
at dem, an' tried t' hab em all cotched
am‘l killed. Yankees 's lots cu'user'n our
folks."

After speing that the negroes had fairly
staried, and deploying the bovs to watch
for Capt. Stovebroose, 81 and Shorty went
up to bid gooy-by to the Sheriff,

“Are you all comfortable, Sheriff? Auy-
thing more that we can do for you?'
asked Si.

“Thanks, gentlemen,” he answered,
“yo'uns's very Kind, but I require nothin’
muore, I'm as comfortable ns possible, an'
expeet some friends, who I think will in-
terest yo'uns, even if they don’t make
yo'uns comfortable.”

“Yes," suid Shorty, not to be outdone
by the Shetiff’s geuiality, “we understand
that you sent for Capt. Stoneshoes, or
something like that, to entertuin us. We're
on the look-out for him, and will try to
keep the flies off him, when he comes™

“It was my duty t’ send for him, sir, an"
I done hit,” said the Sheriff, stifening ap.

“That's all right, Sheriff,” suid Shorty,
cordially, “As we dida’t put yon on pa-
role you had the right. A tinl»- thing like
that shan't interfere with our friendshi

for you. How many men i your friend,
Cupt. Stone Jews, likely to have with
him?"*

“That, sir,” s=uid the Sherifl, stiffly,
“wonld be giving information 0 the en-
emy. I refuse t7 tell you, sir. But [ will
say that he'll have enough to make hit
hopeless for yo'uns t' fout him—perfectly
hopeless, sir.”

“It'a clear you're not acquaiuted with
the 200th TInjianny Volunteers, Sheriff,”
=aid Si, pleasantly. “Your friend, the
Captain, will have some very different
ideas about a sure thing, after he's mon-
keyed with us for a few minutes. But
we're not here to talk o' that, but to =ay
gond-by, thank you again, and leave yon
a little more eoffee, We hope to see you
after the war."

A faraway shout came over the tree-
tops.

“Thar's Cap'n Stonebroose now,” said
the Sheriff, hobbling out on the porch and
sending np n ringing shout in reply. “Gen-
tlemen, 1 like yo'uns, an’ [ ndvise yo'uns
in n friendly way not t’ put up a fout, fer
hit "Il be nseless. Cap'n Stonebroose™

“Thank youn, Sheriff,” said i, starting
back to the boys, “but the 200th Injianny’'s
in the lhabit o deciding for itself about
fighting or not. Grab a root, boys, and
don't tive till you ses something to shoot
at.”

In a minute the woods on the op
side of the creek was full of yelling

men.
“Hello,” =aid Si, In amazement, “what
in the world are they doing over there?

te

|

Harry, do you see anybody coming down
un this side?"

“Nobody at all, sir,” replied
“and 1 can see a1 good piece.”

“Cap'n Rtonelwoose,” shouted the Sher-
iff, angrily. “What in the name o' sense
air you all doin® on  that sile o' tha
erick? I done sent you word U7 come down
on this side.””

“Well. haint [ on this side o the cvick ™
shouted back the Captain.

“You gourdhended reserve,” shouted the
Sheriff, “you haint got uo more sense than
the rest o ole Windsucker Jos Brown's
pets. None o vo'uns know enongh t* eome
in when hit rains, | done tole you t* come
down on this side o' the crick.”

 UStop callin® me an® the Governor o
l---u:.'::,v uames, you imperent jail-keeper,
son,” shouted the Captain, “Yon haint
falkin’ t° sealnwags in jnil now. you big-
gity office-holder. You wuz on this side o’
this ecrick this= mernin® when vou done
taiked t° me ‘hout comin® ' von, How
witz 1 t° know you'd done went nerost ?

Harry,

What'd yeu burn that bridee for? The
‘l.:._r you sent suid come down on this side
{0 the crick, T tell you. Whar air them
| Yankees an’ niggers ™

“The Yonkees are right here. Captnain,

deferentially, | very much at your serviee,” said Si, atep-
und scraping the groumd with his foot, | ping out from behind his tree,

“Comae

right W'
acquaintance,™

e _"I;-"'ll' his gun and shot do b
Coaptain’s horse,  The other fn':]'r;ﬂlﬁr'i':?
nod there was a1 generl inmping fron
{10r-r:- on the other side nnd seramblip=
tor  cover. Uncle Ephraim, imituliué
every motion of those around him. haid
taken cover behind a log, and sueerded in
bringing down a horse on the other side
He Jumped up and shouted: .

“Glory t God!”

1!1:'['1! was a Inll as the boys relogded
the ( aptain picked himself up, fonnd shel
ter behind a tree, and his men anxionsly
songht cover behind rocks and trees,

"\'t') uns ‘s jes” "hout as much good ovep
ghur_.. shouted the Sheriff, “us yo'uns'd ba
in Giuiney, but that's as much good as
¥ouns ever air, anywhar. Yon sneakin®
N'-“'url_il_\',. stay-at-home, sorghim-cuttin®
_'i‘il!l.l‘lh{.‘;,'ln' Reserves. Yo'uns think llllJl“l’;
o yer sorghum an’ yer yums than Vo uns
do o' yer country, or bein’ free men.
hope the Yunks'll comquer yo'uns., an'
mnke' ¥you dig yxms an’ ent sorghom all
yer lives, and drive ole Joe Brown iuto
the fields with you. Go home t' him.

GVer. re anxions for a clasep

I ro'uns, Him an’ the b : *

- ¥o . all passel o
Yo uns aint wuth the salt lhu{:il Lee
yo'uns from rottin'. Go home, 1 tell
yo'uns,

“I'm a-gwine t' report the
straight t" Gov. “rmrnl." shnmmlmlhcw(?;?)’-
tain back, “He'll natcherally break ver
stuck-up neck fer talkin' that-a-way about
yer l)euors._ You ean’t lay the blame on
we'uns. Hit's all yer own fault. We'uns
s hi\'ah ?mtly t' do our duty, an”——

“Gentlemen,” said Shorty, steppin
from behind his tree, “this r-orilrﬁll)mgdizgf
greement between friends is very painful
to witness, We very much wish that we
conld smoothe this tronble aver, and biring
you together, which we ean't do without
throwing the Sherif acrost the erick.
Much as we would like to, wo haint time
to stay with you any looger. We have a
pressing engagement to snpper this even-
ing with Gen. Sherman. and mast hurey
off to keep it. Take that, Cspt. Stone
Bilnes, yon old string-halied zuerrilla, as
my blessing and g w2

He snddenly raised his gun from an
“order” and fired ot the Cantain’s head,
which had been stuek out from hehind the
tree to listen to the cxtraordinary exor-
dinm. The bullst koncked the bhark off
the tree, and filed the Captain's face with
splinters and duost.

“Good-by, gentlemen of the Reseryes,™
said Ni, motioning to the bovs to start off.
“Go bagk to your sorghum fiplds, and vour
yam-patches. keep out of the way of the
Yaukees, and pray God every dar to make
you loyal men. Good-by, Sheriif. Yonre
intentions were svad, bat for sense an In-
Jiununy ox ean give a Georgisgn a hasdred
F¥ards sturt, and beat him cvery time.”

They mounted. aud soon overtook Aunt
Alinerva Ann's enravin.

“Did you kill anybody, Eph?” she asked
eagerls.

“Nuftin® but a hoss,” answered Uncle
Ephraim, *“Too for away., '"Fraid I'd
miss de man if [ shot at him.”

“Why didn’t yon go up closeter®”
asked, disapprovingly.

(To be continued.)

 PERSONAL.

A reception and dinner was given Jan.
17 at the Hotel St. Denis, New York to
Col. William Henry Bogsle, U. 8. A, on
the oecasion of his retirement on accountg
of age. About 100 companions of the
Loyal Legion and comrades of the G. A,
It, were present, and the affair was pre-
sided over by Gen. 0. O, Howard. The
matter was nnder the auspices of the As-
socintion of the Sth N. Y. Artillery—Capt.
Joseph H. Barker, IPresident—in which
regiment Col. Boyle went out as Socopd
Lieutenant and came home a A, or. Ha
entered the Hegniar Army us u Second
Lieutenant, in 1866, and became Licuten-
ant-Colonel of the 19th U. 8. in 1869,

There is never any telling where one of
the old comrades will tnrm up, and what
he will be engazed in. A catalogne of fine
oil pictures and portraits, from Christinna,
Norway, has for fts frootispiece n fine
half-tone picture of the denler who issues
the catalogue—no less a person than
Lieut.-Col, Ole P, H. Balling, of the 145th
N. X. On his breast, between his decors-
tions received from his King, he proudly
wenrs his G. AL 1L badge.

Kunsas sent on to Washington, to bring

her vote for MeKinley and Roosevelt,
Comrade A. W. Smith—better kuown as
“Farmer Smith.,” of McePherson, Kuaus,
Comrnde Smith, who is a magniticent
speeimen of mapnhood, over six feet high,
well proportioned, ard in perfect health,
was o member of the 1thh U, S, and n
Sergeant during the last years of his en-
fistment. He was coptured, with a nnmber
of his comrades, at Chickamauga, and suf-
fered 1S months' imprisonment at Anders
sonville and elsewhere. Fe went to Kun-
sas in 1873, and has been quite successful
ns n farmer. He was rather foreed into
polities, but took to it alterwurd as nat-
uraliy 18 a duck does to water, and s re-
garded as one of the best vole-getters in
the State. He was five terms in the Leg-
islature, the last as Speaker, nnd was the
Republican candidate for Governor when
Kunsas seemed hopelessly Populist. Ha
cut down the majority over 50,000, and
came within a few thousand votes of elee-
tion. He will probably be the next Com-
mander of the De&nﬂment of Kansas,
G. A. R., and there is talk of him as Com-
mander-in-Chiet. The at soldier State
of IKansas has never had a Commuader-in-
Chief, and the comrades out there think
that it is about time she had cne.
Capt. Gideon Wheeler, Uo. K, 32d Iows,
Fullerton, Neb., is in the city, visiting his
som, a clerk in the War Department. Capt.
Wheeler, who is still in fair health, was
one of Gen. A. J. Smith’s “guerrillas"
during all their long, varied, and exciting
service, up the Red River with ke, on
the Me aid with Sherman, under
Rosecraus clearing Price of hiinuu.ﬁ.
under Thomas at Nash and under
Canby at the capture of Monlla,

sho




